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Henry Adams and Mary Elizabeth Brewer came from the parish of Fivehead in Somerset, 

about seven miles east of Taunton, UK. 
 

Mary Elizabeth (often known as Elizabeth) was born in Fivehead, probably in 1855. Her 

father, William Brewer, was a labourer. Her mother Jane was born around 1807 in the 

parish of Puckington about three miles southeast of Fivehead. Both Elizabeth and her 

mother were glovers.  
 

Family legend has it that William went to America with the intention of sending for his 

wife and daughter once he was established there, but they never heard from him again. In 

the 1851 census Elizabeth was living with her mother in "Halls House" in the village of 

Fivehead. Jane is listed as married, but there is no sign of the elusive William, so perhaps 

the story was true. In 1861 Jane is listed as a widow, boarding with an Elizabeth 

Westlake. 
 

Henry was born in Fivehead in 1832. His father was George Adams and his mother 

Hannah Tolman. George and Henry were both agricultural labourers. Hannah was a 

glover, so would have been acquainted with the Brewers. Henry appears to have been 

literate although both his parents were illiterate, as was his wife-to-be. An older brother 

and older sister both died in infancy, but he had at least four younger brothers and a 

younger sister and they could have survived to adulthood.  
 

Nevertheless in 1851 only Henry and his brothers George and Frank were living with 

their parents in the village of Fivehead. Hannah's father, George Tolman, then aged 81, 

was also living with them. He had been an agricultural labourer and was listed as the 

parish clerk and sexton. A niece, Sarah Salway, aged 14, and also a glover, was visiting 

them. In 1861 Frank was still living with his parents. George was married, his wife 

Elizabeth coming from "Lower South-hollow". Their daughter Sarah was born in 1861. 
 

Henry and Mary Elizabeth were married in the parish church on 27 January 1855 by the 

vicar, R. William Lambert, "according to the rites and ceremonies of the established 

church ... after banns". Henry's parents witnessed the marriage, which was registered at 

Langport, a town about five miles further east. Two daughters were born to them in 

England: Hannah Miriam (named after her grandmother and two aunts) born in 1856, and 

Mary Jane born in 1857. 
 

Mary Elizabeth had "weak lungs" and this is supposedly why they decided to migrate to 

Australia. They travelled on the Utopia, which departed from Liverpool 28 March 1858 

and arrived in Adelaide 9 July, a journey of 103 days. We do not know where they joined 

the ship. On 29 June 1858, just a couple of weeks before their arrival, Mary Jane died of 

measles and was buried at sea - a sad introduction to their new homeland.  

Henry brought with him a false-bottomed trunk which was then filled with clothes and 

other chattels. This box, with "ADELY" or something similar printed on the front, 

eventually came into the possession of their granddaughter Lillian O'Brien. 
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Five more children were born after their arrival in South Australia: Bertha (born 1861?), 

Louisa (Lucy) 1862), Elizabeth (1864), Louise (Lou) (1867), and George Henry (named 

after his grandfather and father) (1868). Mary Elizabeth died in the mid-1870's and Henry 

remarried in 1879. He married Mrs Emily Whelan, a widow who had been married twice 

before and was older than he was … 
 

In Boothby' almanac Henry Adams was listed as a farmer in the Kondoparinga/Meadows 

area for the 40 years prior to his death in 1903, for 1865-71 specifically in Green Hills 

where Lucy was born. 
 

We don't know anything about Hannah's life in Australia. Bertha went to Adelaide … she 

is believed to have died quite young, after marrying (name ?) and having a son known as 

Harry Blue or Adams. 
 

In any event, by the time Henry Adams made his will on 4 August 1902 it appears that all 

three elder daughters had died. Mentioned in his will as beneficiaries were his second 

wife, Emily Ellen Adams, and four children: George Henry Adams, Lucy Moore, 

Elizabeth Stanger, and Louisa Pound. Henry died the following year in Meadows, on 30 

January 1903. 
 

George Henry went prospecting in Western Australia, but when this proved unsuccessful 

he returned to farming in that state. He died aged in his 30's between 1902 and 1906. On 

his way home one night he apparently fell off his horse and broke his neck. His body was 

found the next day by neighbours from an adjoining farm. We believe he died in Yalgoo. 

He was not married and his three surviving sisters each received a third of the proceeds 

from the farm. 
 

Louisa, always known as Lucy, married William Moore in Meadows on 6 May 1886. The 

ceremony was performed by the Rev. Arthur J. Burt in the residence of the bridegroom's 

father. 
 

Elizabeth married William (Will) Stanger in June 1886. He came from northern Scotland 

and had been a ship's cook. He followed this profession in Adelaide also, and when they 

moved to Western Australia he ran his own very successful restaurant. They had two 

daughters, Elsie (married name Wheeler) and Florence (married name Hummerston) who 

married twice.  
 

When Elizabeth and Will went to Scotland to visit his family, Flo stayed at "Highland 

Valley" with her Aunt Lucy and Elsie stayed in Swan Hill with her Aunt Lou. Will 

Stanger died in 1939 in Wellington (Mills), Western Australia.  
 

Lou (there is confusion about her and her sister's names) married Peter Pound who ran a 

jeweller's shop in Wentworth, New South Wales. They had no children. She died in 1945, 

her death being registered in Swan Hill, Victoria. 

 


